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TERESA KO

Senior Founding partner and China Chairman,
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

Teresa is Freshfields’ China Chairman and a founding partner
of our Asia capital markets practice. Described as “an icon in
the industry”, she is one of the most prominent corporate
and securities lawyers in Hong Kong.

Over her 25-year career, Teresa has helped numerous
Chinese state-owned, privately-owned and international

companies to list on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange (HKSE), including advising on eight out
of the ten largest IPOs in Hong Kong. She also has an impressive record on public and
private M&A transactions and advises on joint ventures and corporate governance matters.

Among her many public service appointments, Teresa currently serves as one of four co-
Chairmen of the HKSE's Listing Review Committee. She is also a Deputy Chairman of the
Securities and Futures Commission (SFC)'s Takeovers and Mergers Panel and a Trustee of the
IFRS Foundation. Teresa became the first female to chair the HKSE's Listing Committee in
2009. She also served as a non-executive director of the SFC from 2012 to 2018.

Teresa has long championed greater gender diversity within the firm, in the legal profession
more widely, and on the boards of Hong Kong-listed companies and listing applicants. She
was named in the HERoes list of 100 Women Executives (part of the HERoes Women Role
Model List) in 2019 and was named “Best in capital markets: Equity” in the Euromoney
Women in Business Law Awards 2019.

Teresa joined Freshfields in 1988, becoming a partner in 1993 and China Chairman in 2011.
She speaks Mandarin, Cantonese and English.



